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HIS is Naomi Klein’s fourth 
book, and she presents it as a 
logical follow-on from the pre-

vious three, which were about branding 
(No Logo), economics (The Shock Doc-
trine) and global climate chaos (This 
Changes Everything). This one’s about 
Donald Trump, a man she clearly de-
tests, and neoliberalism, which she 
blames for most of society’s ills. I’m her 
biggest fan, and I urge you to read 
every pearl of wisdom that has ever 
dripped from her pen. 

She describes neoliberalism as a belief 
system that worships market forces and 
vilifies everything that is not privately 
owned. It is an extreme form of capital-
ism that was the brainchild of econ-
omist Friedrich Hayek, launched in 
1974, avidly promoted by Ronald Rea-
gan and Margaret Thatcher in the 1980s, and which has 
subsequently become the dominant economic ideology 
around the western world.  

As far as the handful of ultra-wealthy neolibs are con-
cerned, governments exist only to create conditions 
whereby they can maximise their profits, while ‘the invis-
ible hand’, ‘market forces’ and ‘trickle-down’ will sup-
posedly automatically provide for the remaining 99% of 
the people. Their dogma demands privatisation of public 
assets, deregulation of corporate activity, low taxes, and 
corporate-friendly trade deals, all exclusively in the inter-
ests of spectacular short-term profit for themselves. As 
far as Thatcher was concerned, “society (was) dead”, so 
“there (was) no alternative” to this grossly antisocial 
economic system. It was, and is, every man for himself. 

Klein calls neoliberalism ‘a rationale for greed’; a system 
that discards workers without protection; that treats 
land, water as air as a bottomless sewer; and that treats 
excluded people as trash  For the masses of people 
around the world, it is a race to the bottom; the very 
antithesis of humanism. 

Naomi Klein is Canadian, but she spends a lot of time in 
New York and she is very familiar with the system in the 

USA and the rest of the capitalist world. 
The idea is to divide the working class-
es by keeping them feeling insecure, and 
frightening with imagined threats, so 
that they’ll fight among themselves 
while ‘we’ get on with screwing them. 
Get them to believe that it’s a competi-
tion for the (artificially scarce) re-
sources, so it’s either ‘us’ (white work-
ers) or “them” (blacks, browns, 
women, immigrants, refugees, the un-
employed, Muslims, the old and the 
handicapped). Use racial differences as 
a wedge to divide multiracial poor 
community, persuading white voters 
that the beneficiaries of socially funded 
schools and welfare are mostly ‘illegal’ 
dark-skinned scroungers.   

Klein admonishes us never to underes-
timate the power of hate, especially dur-

ing times of economic hardship. In Northern Ireland, we 
have clearly seen working classes distracted and divided 
against their common interests by religious incitement: in 
America they pit working class whites against Blacks, 
citizens against migrants, and men against women. That 
way, the workers can’t see the REAL enemy – indeed, 
most of them have even been persuaded to vote for him 
as one of their own! 

As part of its Grand Plan to push neoliberalism all the 
way, the new Trump administration is, without warning, 
simultaneously attacking women’s rights, escalating for-
eign conflicts, reducing taxes, making preparations for 
war, scapegoating immigrants, promoting fossil fuels, and 
deregulating everything. All in the first couple of months. 
It’s impossible to know which way to turn - SHOCK!   
Klein’s view is that since the 1980s, the political process 
has been so corroded by the pursuit of money that it has 
now allowed ‘a gang of scandal-plagued plutocrats’ to 
‘seize control of the White House’. Trump, she says, is the 
entirely predictable outcome of 30 years of neoliberal 
policies and beliefs. A billionaire president who boasts 
that he can grab women by their genitals while calling 
Mexicans ‘rapists’ and jeering at the disabled is the logi-
cal outcome of the neoliberal culture of pure self-ob-
sessed greed. ‘We should have been expecting him’.   ––>              
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So Trump’s election is not shocking, though we can de-
pend on his presidency to produce ongoing shocks as 
deregulated market bubbles burst, as blowback from 
anti-Islamic policies comes home, as globally heated 
weather ‘events’ strike, and as ill-considered unregulated 
oil pipelines spill. 

We are heading towards a world where a few self-cen-
tred individuals live in luxurious fortresses, a Blackwa-
ter-style economy where cronies employ private subcon-
tractors to build protective walls, put the population 
under surveillance, and set-up military-style control 
checkpoints. It is one where a few ‘haves’ are sealed off 
from people fleeing for their lives from ecological disas-
ters, predatory trade deals or wars initiated in the first 
place by those living behind the fortress walls. Maybe it’s 
all as God intends it to be: sure, doesn’t the Bible teach 
us about great floods washing the world clean, where 
only the chosen few will be saved in their (gated) city in 
the sky. What’s happening with rising sea levels fits per-
fectly with the prophecy; ask any evangelical Trump 
supporter. 

But it’s not all bad news. Klein sees Trump as a catalyst 
for change: “... perhaps we should thank Trump ..... If 
the titans of American industry can eagerly line up be-
hind this man – with all his ugly hatreds, his venality, 
vanity and vacuousness – and if Wall Street can cheer on 
news of his plans to let the planet 
burn and the elderly starve, and if so 
much of the media can praise his 
cruise missiles ... as ‘presidential,’ 
well then, a great many people are 
coming to the conclusion that they 
want no part of a system like that”.  
She believes that “the spell of neo-
liberalism has been broken, crushed 
under the weight of lived experience 
and a mountain of evidence”. Maybe Theresa May’s 
recent election experience is a sign that some of the 
people have seen the light. 

Trump is so awful that everyone can surely see now that 
greed is NOT good, that the market does NOT know 
best, that money is NOT all that matters, that white men 
are NOT better than everyone else, 
that the natural world is NOT a 
receptacle for pollution, that the 
vulnerable do NOT deserve their 
fate, that anything public is NOT 
somehow inferior to anything pri-
vately owned, that society is NOT 
dead, and that there ARE alterna-
tives. 

‘Trump and his cohorts are intent 
on pushing our world backward on 
every front, all at once’. Campaigns 
have been variously mounted 
against climate change, austerity, 
racial hatred, pollution, Islamopho-
bia, exploitation of women, sweat 
shops and slavery, but all these tar-
gets are symptoms of a single under-
lying sickness, and it’s the sickness 
that we need to tackle, not the 

symptoms. Klein argues that the opponents of the cul-
ture of neoliberalism need to cut it at its root; we need to 
take a giant LEAP, ‘because small steps won’t cut it’. We 
need an integrated solution for how to radically bring 
down emissions while simultaneously creating huge 
numbers of unionised jobs and delivering meaningful 
justice for those who have been abused and excluded, all 
in one go. And it’s urgent, if only because climate change 
is urgent. We need to leap now! 

Klein reminds us that after decades of grinding austerity 
because there was supposedly no money, politicians sud-
denly found TRILLIONS of dollars to rescue the banks 
and interfere in the Market. “At that moment, everyone 
on earth saw that they had been lied to”. The Panama 
Papers suggest that between $25 and $32 TRILLION 
are lying unused, hidden in offshore accounts.  As re-
cently as June, after all her poor-mouthing, Theresa May 
suddenly ‘found’ a spare billion pounds to bribe the DUP 
to keep her Conservatives in power.  Clearly, there are 
plenty of alternatives to neoliberalism, inequality and 
leaders like Donald Trump.  
  
Klein tells us that she joined a group of concerned 
Canadian citizens to develop one such alternative, which 
they call ‘The LEAP Manifesto’, in order to address neo-
liberalism and its consequences. Their discussions raised 
radical questions such as: “how can we move toward 

equitable justice without addressing the 
ownership of property?”; and “how soon 
will we have to abandon ’growth’ as a 
measure of progress?”. These questions 
were left unanswered, and the final mani-
festo was, essentially, a call for a return to 
a Keynsian-style mixed economy with 
greater government involvement, re-regu-
lation of businesses and banks and facto-
ries, fairer taxes, re-nationalisation of 
certain privatised services and various 
other changes specific to Canada.    

Humanists everywhere, together with the excluded 99% 
of the world’s population, should wish them every suc-
cess. We should all LEAP together – read the book and 
you’ll be convinced.                                                          q    
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We need to take a 
giant LEAP, ‘be-

cause small steps 
won’t cut it’.


